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Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)

Launched in 1962 CAP is a partnership between 
agriculture and society, between Europe and its 
farmers. 

Main aims:Main aims:

•To improve agricultural productivity, so that 
consumers have a stable supply of affordable 
food.

•To ensure that EU farmers can make a 
reasonable living.





The Common Agricultural Policy is the link
between an increasingly urbanised world and an 
increasingly strategic farming sector. 

Dacian Ciolos, European Commissioner for 
Agriculture and Rural Development 2010-2014







EU rural development

� There are 25 million farmers in the EU 

� The agri-food sector alone provides 7% of 
employment and 3.5% of EU value added 

� Rural areas are 50% of EU territory� Rural areas are 50% of EU territory

� The agri-food sector is the 4th largest export 
sector in the EU

� Rural regions provide 20.6% (46.1 million) of 
EU jobs

Source: ENRD



� Territory: 56.594 km2

� Population: 4.284.889
� Low population density: 75,7
� Total number of settlements: 6.756
� Only 3 settlements > 100.000 inhabitants
� Total number of local self-government units 

(towns and municipalities): 556



Croatia is a rural country:

2012: 

� Croatia's land area - 79,1 % predominantly rural
and 19.8% intermediate

� 56.7% of the population lived in predominantly
rural regionsrural regions

RDP 2014-2020:

� The whole territory of Croatia with the exclusion
of the administrative centers of four cities

� 75.08% of total population

� 99.24% of total territory



Rural development policy - Croatia

� Our experiences both theoretical and practical 
are humble, we started developing them within 
the accession process and we are still learning

� Priority problems in Croatian rural areas: 
negative demographic trends, low employment 
rate and growing development lag when 
compared with urban regions



IPARD programme - Agriculture and 
Rural Development Plan 2007 2007 -- 20132013

• Technical and financial aid to Croatia in the process 
of harmonisation with the European acqui

• Three priorities and six measures + Technical 
assistance 

• One of six measures was not implemented in • One of six measures was not implemented in 
Croatia (Agro-environment)

• Original version in 2007, eight changes on annual 
basis

• Implementation monitored by the Monitoring 
committee encompassing representatives of all 
society sectors (public, civil and business)



Four axis of the RD policy



Four axis of the RD policy

� Axis 1: to improve the competitiveness of the 
agricultural and forestry sector 

� Axis 2: to improve the environment and the 
countryside

� Axis 3: to enhance the quality of life in rural � Axis 3: to enhance the quality of life in rural 
areas and diversification of the rural 
economy

� Axis 4: to introduce possibilities for innovative 
governance through locally based, bottom-up 
approaches based on the LEADER experience



Thank you!Thank you!

HRVATSKA MREŽA ZA RURALNI RAZVOJ
CROATIAN RURAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK

Lj. Posavskog 2
10000 Zagreb
tel.  01/ 46 55 203
fax 01/ 46 55 200
E-mail:  predsjednik@hmrr.hr

info@hmrr.hr
Web:     www.hmrr.hr


